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§957.11

particular form will be within the dis-
cretion of the Hearing Officer, taking
into consideration all the cir-
cumstances of the particular case.
Stipulations of fact agreed upon by the
parties may be accepted as evidence at
the hearing. The parties may stipulate
the testimony that would be given by a
witness if the witness were present.
The Hearing Officer may in any case
require evidence in addition to that of-
fered by the parties. A party requiring
the use of a foreign language inter-
preter allowing testimony to be taken
in English for itself or witnesses it
proffers is responsible for making all
necessary arrangements and paying all
costs and expenses associated with the
use of an interpreter.

§957.11 Witness fees.

Each party is responsible for the fees
and costs for its own witnesses.

§957.12 Transcript.

Testimony and argument at hearings
shall be reported verbatim, unless the
Hearing Officer otherwise orders. Tran-
scripts of the proceedings will be made
available or provided to the parties.

§957.13 Proposed findings of fact.

(a) The Hearing Officer may direct
the parties to submit proposed findings
of fact and supporting explanations
within 15 days after the delivery of the
official transcript to the Recorder who
shall notify both parties of the date of
its receipt. The filing date for proposed
findings shall be the same for both par-
ties.

(b) Proposed findings of fact shall be
set forth in numbered paragraphs and
shall state with particularity all evi-
dentiary facts in the record with appro-
priate citations to the transcript or ex-
hibits supporting the proposed find-
ings.

§957.14 Findings of fact.

The Hearing Officer shall issue writ-
ten findings of fact, and transmit them
to the Vice President. Copies will be
sent to the parties.

§957.15 Computation of time.

A designated period of time under the
rules in this part excludes the day the
period begins, and includes the last day
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of the period unless the last day is a
Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, in
which event the period runs until the
close of business on the next business
day.

§957.16 Official record.

The transcript of testimony together
with all pleadings, orders, exhibits,
briefs, and other documents filed in the
proceeding shall constitute the official
record of the proceeding.

§957.17 Public information.

The Postal Service shall maintain for
public inspection copies of all findings
of fact issued under this Part, and
make them available through the Post-
al Service Web site. The Recorder
maintains the complete official record
of every proceeding.

§957.18 Ex parte communications.

The provisions of 5 U.S.C. 551(14),
5566(d), and 557(d) prohibiting ex parte
communications are made applicable
to proceedings under these rules of
practice.
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